THE FUTURE IS OPEN:

ELVIRA DYANGANI OSE ON PUBLIC ART
IN ABU DHABI

Incerview by Nama Morelli

One of the most memorable moments in Abu Dhabi
for curaror Elvira Dyangani Ose came during her first
visit to the Zayed Nanonal Museum, which npn:nn:l in
December 2025. There, she encountered artisans ang-
ing at the enrance ~ their presence scriking againsc
the muscum’s stace-of-the-art architecture. Inside, the
narrative of the nacion unfolded chrough intimare
gescures, including the image of che founding hp,ur:
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, scanding barefoor
in the desert.

This mn:rp[;a'r berween public narracive and pri-
vare gescure informs Dyangani Ose’s approach ro the
upcoming Public Arc Abu Dhabi Bienmal (PAAL)
ritled *"Home: A Glossary for 2 Communal Sense of
Place’. 'l didn't want o present a single interpreracon,
and that’s the idea behind che glossary, she explains.
'I'm curious about how the hiscory of a place is pre-
senred, both in ways we recognize and in narrarcions
we don't ver underscand.

~ Acase in poinc is Mina Zayed, the old porr, one
of the bicnnial’s key sites, now a creagve hub. There,
Dyvangani Ose encountered an old fisherman’s house
a remnant within a broader narrative of development.
The more familiar story of tourism and regeneration
sits arop this less visible layer of working lives lett
behind in the linear narrative of progress,

While Dvangani Ose is no scranger to escablished
art systems, having recendy concluded her renure
as direcror of the Museum of Contemporary Arc of
Barcelona (MACBA), she idencifics a particular energy
in evolving ciries, 1 feel icin places like Busan or
Abidjan,” she notes. "They are noc burdened by fixed
narracives as in Wescern capitals. There's a dismanting
of mherited imaginaries and, along wich ic, a sense
thar the furure is chere to be wricen,”

As arcistic direcror of PAAD (23 Ocrober 2026

15 February 2027), she brings her longstanding con-
cerns with home and social space to chis contexr.
The biennial will kick off in Al Ain, followed by Abu
Dhabt on 15 November.
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