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Tripoli-barn art entrepreneur and educator Shatha Sbeta is very clear about her objective. "l want P

to bring Libyan female artists and their artworks — as well as their stories — out to the world April 1,2021 Turkish firms offer trips
through commerce,” she tells me. LORISSalograc ey

April 1,2021 Lebanese politician

Sheta is the founder of De-Orientalizing Art, the online gallery and social enterprise which was e

born in 2019 as a solution to the financial struggle that Libyan women artists face, with a strong with Israel
Said-inspired philosophical underpinning. "It is known that one of the necessary conditions for ) ) )

e S . . i April 1,2021 Bahrain appoints first
women's empowerment is financial independence," she points out. "That is why | believe a ever envoy to Israel

commercial platform is a vital component for the philosophical, sociological and social change

. . .. April 1, 2021 UAE 'arrests Sudanese
premises of De-Orientalizing Art."

official'
As a child in Tripoli, she didn't experience an artistic environment growing up. "l did, however,
enjoy art classes at school and realised many creative projects in the summer at home. But other
than that, | wasn't aware of the local art scene. | did not go to art galleries or art shows."
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Before settling in Califarnia for her MA degree in
International Studies at Claremont University, she lived
in many different countries. A common trait that she
encountered, from Canada to France, was ignorance
about Libya and Libyans. "I think this has to do with the
culture of silence that has been embedded in Libyan
society. This has been seen as a virtue, following

decades after decades of oppression, from colonialism 84 |t i5 a must read for anyone engaged

L " with the Palestine issue and interested in
to political tyranny. an honest intreduction to this important
Palestinian movement

It was in France that Sbeta started exploring art a lot - Prof llan Pappé
more closely, studying both art history and
contemporary work. But even there she didn't Order Now >

encounter anyone aware of the art scene in Libya.

Many confused me for a Lebanese and spoke to me about Lebanese art," she chuckles. LATEST VIDEOS

As a Libyan woman living abroad, she started feeling a strong urge to reconstruct a sense of
belonging for herself and people in the same situation. In 2012, when she was a first-year —
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knowledge about Libya and often ended up sounding offensive. "I heard comments such as: 'We
did not know Libyan women act like this." And, 'You look exotic.' These comments always bothered
me."

Her perspective shifted completely when she came across Edward Said's classic book Orientalism.
"The book opened my eyes to issues | always noticed but could not understand. The systems of
power dynamics between the 'west and the east', the entitled power of 'othering' everyone who
looks different... it all started to make sense."

READ: Yemen used to be, using art to bring a rich history back to life

Following her studies in Politics, Human Development and Social Relations, she decided to step in
to change the perception of Libyan women in a way that wasn't confrontational or that would
create other layers of conflict, while at the same time creating economic incentives. "I thought of
art, immediately, as a language that transcends complex thoughts and feelings; it would be the
perfect medium for change-making.”

She was adamant about focussing solely on Libyan female artists, but at the same time, she didn't
want the platform to be perceived through an orientalist lens. The main challenge in the process,
she notes, is to navigate the complex Libyan cultural context, while alsa being inviting and
welcoming to art collectors.

"This is one of the biggest challenges: translating fans and supporters into buyers. | came to
realise that storytelling is a great way to combat this. However, storytelling comes with its own
issues and problems, especially as some artists are not willing to have public visibility."
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A strong incentive for buyers is knowing that at De-Orientalizing Art the artists make a two-thirds
profit, something quite rare in the commercial art world. "De-Orientalizing Art has only been in
business for one year and hence, we are still learning and experimenting. With Covid-19, the
challenge to manage sociological change, as well as the profit gain, has been difficult due to our
inability to take part in art fairs, festivals or other events."

INTERVIEW: Najlaa Elageli and expanding the perception of contemporary Libyan art

The gallerist doesn't think that the pandemic affected artists in Libya any more than artists in
other countries, though. "Many were still able to participate in different art shows and events
following the necessary procedures,” she explains. "The main problem is that, like everywhere
else in the world, Libyan artists are mainly confronted with the fact that art is not a basic essential.
This makes art marketing and buying, especially in times of global health and consequent financial
crises, even more challenging."

In the current scenario, it's really the cultural message of deconstructing the orientalist framework
that comes to the forefront. "What | aspire to achieve is that, whenever someone purchases an art

piece, which has an inbuilt back story, it will ignite conversations among and between this
person's community," concludes Shatha Sheta.

Website: https://www.de-orientalizingart.org/

Lo s e

Chrn Cammaonte

LIBYAiﬁ‘EES b
PRO-HAFTAR
FIGHTERS -

—

LIBYA: PRO-HAFTAR MILITIAMEN
RELEASED

The Libyan authorities ri 120 prisoners
affiliated with the militia of renegade Field
Marshal Khalifa Haftar on Wednesday,
Anadolu...

ll y Marwan Barghouti

B i forms new electoral list
EORMS NEW with Arafat's nephew
ELECTORAL LIST

Nasser...

| Majd Barbar released
after 20 years in jail, re-
arrested by...

MEMO in conversation
with Susan Abulhawa

On a cold morning on Jan 25,
Egypt changed forever

18 days

Palestine
Book Awards

Nominate books for
this year's awards >

Paperback /
Amazon Kindle ¢

Stay Updated

Subscribe to receive our newsletters
straight to your inbox.

Email Address

Subscribe




LY e S

Unless atherwise stated in the article above, this work by Middle East Monitor is licensed under a Creative

Commans Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License, If the image(s) bear our credit, this
license also applies to them. What does that mean? For ather permissions, please contact us.

Spotted an error on this page? Let us know

Related

Libya: 80% of state institutions unified ~ Najlaa Elageli and expanding the Nadia Khiari's satirical cats recount

n less than a month perception of contempora ry Libyan the contradictions of:oday‘s Tunisia
art

ENGAGING THE WORLD

bk This book challenges successfully the
common misrepresentation of Hamas in THE MAKING OF
HAMAS'S FOREIGN POLICY

the West. It is a must read for anyone
engaged with the Palestine issue...

Prof Ilan Pappé

Order Now

SHOW COMMENTS

Latest Opinion Pieces

[ e JEEE
| b The US' designation is glossing
over colonialismin Pal...

| Article

Bin salman loves American

Article
Sisi and his regime have just
witnessed a week of

continuous...

Article
Blame the dictatorship in
| Egypt for the Suez Canal
fiasco

Africa
Article

Libya's struggle over army
chief post: Will Haftar take...

Six obstacles on the road to Libya's December

elections
Apri|1.202‘|

The Story of
Unending Suffering

MIDDLE EAST M@NITOR pre

™ U’Ve been servead ey ; ORDER NOW

L
Grab a taste from the Middle East. s Rt

ERITREAN REFUGEE

More Opinion —

Article
It is necessary to be an anti-
Zionistin order to reject ant...

Ap Asa W

Article
Women held inlimbo because
of the laws of the courts

April 1, Mustafa Abu Al-Saud

Article

The Palestine Book Awards
and resisting the falsification
of...

Article
What was David Cameron
thinking when he holidayed
with Bin 5...

| US aid is tied to Palestinian
acquiescence to the two-state

Follow us

fivor®

Download MEMO App

Available on the
D App Store



umnist

ar Contributs




